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Big News!
Safe Harbor Secures 5 More Years of Federal Funding
The Town of Cohasset’s Safe Harbor Cohasset Coalition will continue as a beacon for raising
awareness, and of education and prevention of substance misuse, as they recently received the
Federal grant renewal that will enable the organization to keep going.
“The coalition is ecstatic to confirm that we have been funded for an additional five years of youth
prevention work through Drug Free Communities grant funds,” said Nicole Balaschi, Program
Director of Safe Harbor Cohasset Coalition.
The grant is in the amount of $625,000, $125,000 per year from 2022- 2027, and will cover the
salary of the Director, a full-time Project Coordinator, and support hours of effort put in by our
Youth Ambassador Leaders, Balaschi said.
The rest goes toward training, programmatic supplies, and coalition evaluation.
Funding is direct from the federal government to urban, rural and suburban communities across
the United States. The Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program, created by the Drug-Free
Communities Act of 1997, is the nation’s leading effort to mobilize communities to prevent youth
substance use. Directed by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, in cooperation
with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the DFC Program provides grants to
community coalitions to strengthen the infrastructure among local partners to create and sustain a
reduction in local youth substance use.
“We have every reason to be both proud and excited for the next 5 years of grant funding. This
money provides the foundation for Safe Harbor as a resource to the town and its families,” said
Karen Bailey-Francois, Pastor of Second Congregational Church and Coalition Steering Committee
member. “The active involvement and financial support of this community gives the shared work of
Safe Harbor a meaningful place in our lives.”

The Safe Harbor Cohasset Coalition started back in 2014 through a grassroots effort thanks to cofounder, and former Chair, Christine Murphy.
“We have moved the dial and made significant progress reducing substance use among young
people in the community. It's incredible to see the difference in just five years of funded work. Our
role as a coalition is to come together as a community, identify the issues at hand, and implement
approaches that work,” Co-Chair Kevin McCarthy said.
“To have DFC funding secured for an additional five years will allow for continued community-wide
coordination and meaningful prevention programming while ensuring a sustainability plan is firmly
in place for the years that follow 2027,” said Annemarie Whilton, Co-Chair of Safe Harbor Cohasset
Coalition.
The organization will continue many of the same strategies that have been effective so far, along
with some new ones, with the hopes of reaching even more people.
“The upstream approach is so crucial for preventing addiction. When we address the root causes,
reduce the risk factors and enhance the protective processes in our community, we are setting the
foundation for a healthier and stronger Cohasset. By helping youth navigate and delay substance
use, fewer will move on to the use of other substances or develop problems from substance use,”
Balaschi said.
Safe Harbor Cohasset Coalition could not have made all the progress thus far without support from
Town of Cohasset, Cohasset Fire Department, Cohasset Police Department, Cohasset Public
Schools, Paul Pratt Memorial Library, Cohasset Recreation, Second Congregational Church,
Cohasset Parents, Cohasset Youth, Rep. Meschino, Senator O’Connor, various businesses in the
Village, 143TV, Cohasset Anchor, Cohasset Mariner, and many many other organizations and
volunteers.
To learn more, and to find resources for both parents and teens, visit the Safe Harbor website at
safeharborcohasset.org.
***

About Safe Harbor Cohasset Coalition

Since July 2014, Safe Harbor Cohasset has been working to promote awareness and implement resources to help make an impact on the substance
use in the community. The group has members from across the spectrum in the community, including, but not limited to, Paul Pratt Memorial
Library, Cohasset Recreation Department, Cohasset Police Department, Cohasset Public Schools, Second Congregational Church, town leaders,
health professionals, parents, youth, fire personnel, and concerned citizens. In September 2017, Safe Harbor was awarded a federal Drug- Free
Communities (DFC) Support Program grant, which focuses on preventing substance use among youth ages 12-17.
Since then, the group has worked to foster a strong and inclusive community that allows youth to strive and encourages healthy, educated and
responsible choices about drug and alcohol use. The mission is supported by evidenced based, prevention focused, sustainable policies and youthfocused programs, such as Ground Level Café and the Safe Harbor Youth Ambassador Program. To learn more, and to find resources for both
parents and teens, visit the Safe Harbor website at safeharborcohasset.org. Keep up to date on the latest news and trends by following Safe Harbor
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/safeharborcohasset, on Twitter @cohsafeharbor, and on Instagram @safeharborcohasset.
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