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Mark Your Calendars
Safe Harbor’s 4th Annual Candlelight Vigil
It’s hard to believe that we are already approaching our 4th annual candlelight vigil. Safe Harbor
welcomes anyone who has been impacted and/or has lost a loved one to addiction to join us on
August 31, 2021. This year’s vigil will be held on the evening of International Overdose
Awareness Day- a global event aiming to reduce the stigma of drug-related deaths, and
acknowledge the grief felt by friends and families while raising overdose awareness. Community
members are welcome to gather from 6:45-8:00pm together at Cohasset’s Town Common.
The vigil will include words of guidance, loss and hope delivered by Pastor Karen Bailey-Francois,
Molly Murphy, Deb Flannagan, Katie Boudreau, and Michael Duggan. Additional inspiration
through youth performances by Lizzy Powers and Madeline Clark. We will remember those who
have been lost to any kind of substance misuse, uplift our loved ones left behind, and
acknowledge the strength and perseverance of the many among us struggling with addiction.
In preparation, we invite family members who have lost a loved one, to send pictures to
Laurie Pearson at Lpearson@cohassetma.org. Pictures will be displayed throughout the evening,
as a way of remembering those we have lost.
Our vigil also serves as the unofficial kick-off of Safe Harbor, Paul Pratt Memorial Library and South
Shore Art Center’s month-long ‘Upward Spiral’ series of events, in recognition of National
Recovery Month. This year’s exhibit will focus on the artistry of the written word. Accepted poems
reflect a myriad of viewpoints with an underlying current of raw honesty and hope for the future.
Also on display will be snapshots of everyday images meant to promote discussion and reflection.
The exbibit will be interactive, with participants encouraged to leave behind their own words, or
take home an art postcard to remind you of the importance of this month. Safe Harbor Cohasset
Coalition, The Paul Pratt Memorial Library and The South Shore Art Center hope you leave this
exhibit with renewed hope, information and compassion.

***
About Safe Harbor Cohasset Coalition

Since July 2014, Safe Harbor Cohasset has been working to promote awareness and implement resources to help make an impact
on the substance use in the community. The group has members from across the spectrum in the community, including, but not
limited to, Paul Pratt Memorial Library, Cohasset Recreation Department, Cohasset Police Department, Cohasset Public Schools,
Second Congregational Church, town leaders, health professionals, parents, youth, fire personnel, and concerned citizens. In
September 2017, Safe Harbor was awarded a federal Drug- Free Communities (DFC) Support Program grant, which focuses on
preventing substance use among youth ages 12-17.
Since then, the group has worked to foster a strong and inclusive community that allows youth to strive and encourages healthy,
educated and responsible choices about drug and alcohol use. The mission is supported by evidenced based, prevention focused,
sustainable policies and youth- focused programs, such as Ground Level Café and the Safe Harbor Youth Ambassador Program. To
learn more, and to find resources for both parents and teens, visit the Safe Harbor website at safeharborcohasset.org. Keep up to
date on the latest news and trends by following Safe Harbor on Facebook at www.facebook.com/safeharborcohasset, on Twitter
@cohsafeharbor, and on Instagram @safeharborcohasset.
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