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OPIOIDS: HEROIN & 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

What are Opioids?
Opioids are a class of drugs that include the illegal drug heroin, synthetic opioids such as 
fentanyl, and pain relievers available legally by prescription. All opioids are chemically related 
and interact with opioid receptors on nerve cells in the body and brain. Opioid pain relievers are 
generally safe when taken for a short time and as prescribed by a doctor, but because they 
produce euphoria in addition to pain relief, they can be misused.

Commonly Prescribed 
Opioids Include: 

§ OxyContin
§ Oxycodone
§ Vicodin
§ Percocet
§ Morphine
§ Codeine
§ Opana

Naloxone
“Narcan” 
Naloxone is a medication designed to rapidly reverse 
opioid overdose. It can very quickly restore normal 
respiration to a person whose breathing has slowed or 
stopped as a result of overdosing with heroin or 
prescription opioid pain medications.

Naloxone is available as an injectable medication for use 
only by medical professionals, an auto-injectable created 
for injection in the outer thigh, and as a nasal spray, most 
commonly referred to as Narcan. Narcan® Nasal Spray is a 
prefilled, needle-free device that requires no assembly and 
is sprayed into one nostril while patients lay on their back. 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/opioid-overdose-reversal-naloxone-narcan-evzio

Some Signs & Symptoms Of Conditions Related To A 
Dopamine Deficiency Include:

• Aches And Pains
• Weight Loss Or Weight Gain
• Trouble Sleeping/Disturbed 

Sleep
• An Inability To Focus

• Feeling Fatigued/Low Energy
• Feeling Demotivated
• Feeling Inexplicably Sad Or 

Tearful
• Mood Swings

• Feeling Hopeless
• Having Low Self-esteem
• Feeling Anxious
• Suicidal Thoughts


